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We already had a variable named PaduaScaleTotal and could not reuse it (unless 
you wanted PaduaScaleMean to replace the variable PaduaScaleTotal). If you 
attempted to do that, you would get a message on the screen that said “Change Existing 
Variable?” to make sure that’s what you wanted to do. Figure 10.13 shows that after we 
click “OK” again, we now have a second new variable added on the far right in our data file.

By comparing the two new columns, you can verify for yourself that the scale “mean” 
is in fact the mean of the total score (left column) for each participant.

Now that you are familiar with the general process, we will not repeat all of the 
outcomes (i.e., what the far right columns look like) for the next commands we discuss.

Recode into Same Variables and Recode into  
Different Variables Commands

When you ran some preliminary analyses on your data, you might have noticed some 
demographic categories with few people in them (for class year, race, religion, housing 
type, or another variable). In such instances, you might want to collapse or merge catego-
ries. Recoding can be used for that purpose. This command might also be useful when 
you are merging categories for a content analysis. Another use for this function is when 
you are reverse coding values for a measure.

FIGURE 10.12	 PaduaScaleMean New Target Variable


